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ARRBC Ratical Raffle

As we enter the month of March, our thoughts are split
between our team making the playoffs and who will we
have as a team next season?
As of this writing, the guy’s currently have a grip on
second place in the division with less than twenty games
to go. Our challenge now is the balance of our schedule
leans heavily towards road games, where our record is
less than good. Currently winning less than forty-five
percent of their road games, the team must improve in
this area or get help from other teams within the division,
if they are going to make the post season.
Then comes the question of our future. Will we be
without a team? Will we have a team from a lower league

or will we manage to land one of the teams currently in
negotiations with the Times Union Center?
If the latest rumors are true, Portland appears to be the front
runner in the dealings with the TUC and could become our
new club. Also down the rumor list are Hartford, New
Jersey and Bridgeport. Regardless of who comes in as the
next team to represent Albany in the league, we as a club
will have the opportunity to welcome them and represent
them in the community as we have in the past. 
Lastly, a big thank you to Kevin O’Dowd, who has been our
liaison over this past season. Kevin leaves the Rat’s office
March 5th to take a position with the Times Union Center,
where he will begin on March 8th. Good Luck, Kevin!

Another first this year was our Ratical raffle. The premise
was simple. Get some great prizes, print raffle tickets, and
get the club members to help sell them.  

Feedback on the prizes was very positive. We had 5 total
prizes any of which were worth the $5 ticket price. They
were as follows:

1st prize Dinner for 4 with 2 River rats players 
of your choice

2nd prize Weekend vacation for 2 
in the Berkshires

3rd prize Game worn Brad Herauf jersey

4th prize PS2 Game system 
w/NHL hockey game

5th prize Team Signed Justin Peters Goalie Stick

We decided that in order for the club to continue 
to be successful we needed more support from the
membership as a whole. Only a small portion of the

clubs members get involved with most of the fundraising.
The raffle gave everyone a chance to contribute. Tickets
were mailed to every member with a letter describing the
prizes and asking them to sell or buy the tickets provided.

For a first time event, the response was OK. We would
love to report that every member sold their tickets but

that wasn’t the case. We did get a pretty good
response but it can be better next year.  We
did have members who went above and
beyond selling more than their share. A

special thank you to Ed Winaroski and his
mother for selling 50 tickets! 

We were able to raise about $1500 for 
our charity fund. All of the winners were
contacted and arrangements to receive
their prizes were made. We would like 
to thank everyone who helped with 

the raffle and as always we are open
to suggestions on how we can
improve it for next year.



All of the planning and phone calls came to a conclusion over the final
weekend of February when the Upstate Tours bus pulled into Crossgates
Mall around midnight Sunday evening.
With the weather raising havoc throughout the area and weather
emergencies causing five of our regular trip takers to cancel as they
remained home to battle the elements, the remaining 41 departed with the
usual excitement only an over night trip can create, We stopped at the
Sturbridge (Charlton East) service area for lunch and arrived at the Comfort
Inn in Manchester shortly after two PM. Electrical problems in the hotel
delayed the check-in about thirty minutes but  this little “bump in the road”
was smoothed out with platters if cookies and brownies and endless pots of
coffee. It was  back on the bus at 5:45 for the trip to the Verizon Wireless
Center for the 7 PM Monarch’s game. Following our 5-2 victory, we returned
to the hotel.
Sunday morning opened with the Comfort Inn continental breakfast.
Following breakfast we loaded the bus and headed for Portland and two and
a half hours of free time at The Maine Mall. The mall was picked over
downtown Portland due to the threat of snow showers and brisk breezes.
We arrived at the Cumberland Cod County Civic Center around 3 PM for a
4 o’clock game against the Pirates. Our guys made a gallant effort after
trailing three nothing at the start of the third period. They battled some up
and down officiating and managed to get within a goal with just under
seven minutes to play. Portland stopped our momentum with under five to
play when they made it a 4-2 game. A very questionable late hit on Samson
after an icing whistle resulted in a two team conference at center ice
following the final whistle. The discussion lasted several minutes.
Thanks to everyone who helped make this a great trip.
The Portland Pirates Booster Club put home made goodies, bags of sun
chips and bottles of water on our bus for the trip home. Our many thanks.
IN OTHER BUS TRIP BUSINESS, WE HAVE INCREASED THE PRICE OF THE
MARCH 24TH GLENS FALLS TRIP TO $30.00 AND THIS TRIP WILL GO
WITH THE THIRTY-TWO CURRENTLY SIGNED UP, IF NECESSARY. FULL
PAYMENT IS DUE BY MARCH 17TH.
The final trip has only six seats remaining. Sign up now so you don’t miss
out on the final game of the regular season. This game could be the one that
determines playoff position, or even who is in and/or out of the post season.
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ARRBC Awards Banquet
The 2010 Albany River Rats Booster Club Awards Banquet will be held on
Tuesday, April 6, 2010 at the Italian American Community Center, 257
Washington Ave. Ext. Albany. Appetizers will be served from 6:00pm to
6:45pm and a sit down dinner will begin being served at 7:00 pm. The cost
for an adult is $38.00 and children 8 and under is $18.00. You can sign up
for the banquet starting on Saturday, March 13th, Sunday March 14th, and
Wednesday March 17th. If you would like to mail your reservations in
please include Names, adult or child ticket (each name listed), total amount
being paid and payment made out to ARRBC. You can mail your order to:
ATTN: Paula Colvin, 33 Clark Ave., Fort Plain, NY  13339
Any questions please let me know.
RSVP or sign up no later than Saturday March 20th.  



2010 ARRBC AWARDS BANQUET
Tuesday April 6, 2010

ITALIAN AMERICAN COMMUNITY CENTER
257 WASHINGTON AVE EXT., ALBANY, NY

DOORS OPEN AT 6:OO pm

APPETIZERS 6:00-6:45 pm
CASH BAR

DINNER AT 7:00 pm

TOSSED SALAD
PASTA w/  BASIL SAUCE
CHICKEN PARMIGIANA
ROAST SIRLOIN OF BEEF

GRILLED SALMON
VEGETARIAN OPTION – (EGGPLANT PARM)

POTATO
VEGETABLE

DESSERT CHEF CREATION

COST $38 per person
Chicken Fingers & French Fries Available For Children Under Age 8 — COST $18.00 per child 

Sign up for this event at the Booster Club table before the game or during the
First intermission on the following dates:

Saturday, March13th Sunday March 14th and Wednesday March 17th
Or by mail NO LATER than Saturday March 20th to

PAULA COLVIN
33 CLARK AVE, FORT PLAIN, NY 13339

Please note any seating request on this sheet. We are unable to honor requests for seating with players.
All tables are limited to a maximum of 6 Booster Club Members.

MEMBERS NAME CHICKEN
PARM BEEF FISH VEGETARIAN

Eggplant Parm CHILD



When we first decided on having a laser tag night with
the players, we were uncertain how well it would be
received. From all reports it was one of the best events we
have ever held! Both fans and players alike told us of how
much fun they had and we HAD to do it again next year. 

The night started out with a one hour closed session for the
players and the Capital District Sled Warriors Hockey
Team. Since we have such a strong bond with Kim Wilson
and her team we decided to involve them in as many
events as we could. A phone call to the manager of Zero
Gravity assured us that they would be able to come in
early and get everything ready for the kids. This gave the
Sled Warriors a great opportunity to play at their own pace.
Many of the parents told us that this was the first chance
their children got to play and they loved it! Of course,
having a bunch of big kids (The Rats) playing along helped.
The players really hammed it up and really took the 
time and effort to make sure these kids had fun. It wasn’t
unusual to find them over acting as they were blasted.
Loads of laughs could be heard from the playing field.

Once the regular session started the fun continued. As
people came in they were treated to pizza and soda
(Thanks to Brian at Mild Wally’s) and of course a chance to
zap a Rat! Again, the players did not disappoint. Between

games they chatted with fans, signed autographs, and
posed for pictures. Once inside the playing field it was
game on. In true nature of an athlete, the competition
heated up. At the end of each game you could find the
players gathering around the scoreboard to see who had
the best score. There were some rumors of “cheating” and
that the equipment was faulty. (Come on guys ... these
aren’t Reebok sticks!) But it was all in fun. The atmosphere
even convinced some people who hadn’t planned on
playing to give it a try. They were glad they did.

Over all, the event was a successful one for the Booster
Club. Not only did we have a great time but we raised
about $1100 for our charity fund. We had over 80 players
participate. We once again had event shirts for sale. This
year we were sponsored by Kevin Hotaling at Bounce-
Alot Bounce Houses. Thank you Kevin for the support.
We also had a full raffle table thanks to Jesse, Kevin, and
Jim in the Rats front office.

We would like to thank the owners of Zero Gravity, Gary
and Jen Contessa for opening up their place for our use.
The managers Andrew and Mike along with their staff
took care of our every need making things run very
smoothly. Thank you for your terrific support!

Zap a Rat! . . . Laser Tag Rat Style



Member Offensive Defensive Unsung Fan Most
Name Player Player Hero Favorite Electrifying

It is time to cast your ballot for the players you feel deserve to be recognized for their efforts on the ice.

Offensive player of the Year: The River Rat player whom which you think has performed 

the most offensively.

Defensive Player of the Year: The River Rat player whom which you think has performed 

the most defensively.

Unsung Hero: This is the player who works hard, every game but seldom receives any recognition.

Fan Favorite: Here is your opportunity to vote for your favorite player.

Most Electrifying Player: The player who gets the crowd excited!!!

ARRBC Player Awards

One vote per award per Booster Club member. You must be a member in good standing to vote. Drop your ballot off
at the Booster Club table behind section 105 at the home games on Saturday March 13th, Sunday March 14th, and
Wednesday March 17th or mail your ballot to:

PAULA COLVIN
33 CLARK AVE 
FORT PLAIN, NY 13339

All ballots must be received by Saturday, March 20, 2010



We had another great turnout for the 4th annual
Bowlathon. We had 73 participants. The entire Rats team,
injured and healthy, came out and bowled, ate, signed
autographs, and gave all of their fans a fun filled day. Even
Rowdy took time to cheer on the fans between bites of
cheese pizza.

This years bowl-a-thon was held at the Playdium Bowling
Center in Albany. The owner, Neil Luther, was excited to
have us there. He is not only a sponsor of the River Rats,
but a supporter of the Ronald McDonald House as well.
Neil and his staff were top notch, taking care of everything
we needed and making everyone feel welcome. It was a
great venue for the event and we couldn't have asked for
a better sponsor.

The club decided again this year that we would split 
the money we raised between the RMDH Love Builds
Playhouse and the Capital District Sled Warriors. Both Jeff
Yule, the Executive Director of the RMDH, and the Sled
Warriors Director Kim Wilson came out to bowl and show
the Club how much they appreciate our support.  

The raffle table was a great success again this year. The
table was filled with items from around the NHL and AHL
including autographed jerseys, pucks, sticks, photos, etc.
We also had ski passes, a HUGE candy basket (thank you
Barb) and loads of other great items. The most popular
items were the Justin Peters autographed goalie stick,
autographed jerseys from the Florida Everblades and
Abbotsford Heat, and of course the load of candy in the
candy basket. Congratulations to all of the winners and I
hope that we can continue to add more great items to next
years event.

Our event t-shirts continue to be popular. We were
sponsored by Stride this year. STRIDE Adaptive Sports is a
multidisciplinary, educational organization specializing
in therapeutic recreation-related services for individuals
with disabilities spanning over many Northeastern states.
STRIDE’s primary efforts focus on directing and providing
enriching, recreational opportunities for individuals with
disabilities or special needs. Programs are designed to
provide successful, fun experiences in athletics or
recreational endeavors, as a means to develop a positive
self-image and confidence. They are affiliated with the
Sled Warrior Program and were happy to help us support
their program. 

With the economy being what it is we were concerned
that this years event may not be as successful as previous
years. Thanks to everyone getting out and getting sponsors
we are glad to report that we were able to raise over
$3800 this year topping last years total.

We would like to thank everyone for all of their hard
work. We would like to give a very special thank you to
the Rats Community Relations Director Jesse Eisenberg.
His continued support of all of the Booster Club functions
helps make them a huge success.

Bowl-A-Thon Rat Style

Don’t ever let ‘em tell ya there are too many rats around Albany ... 
I think we could use a few more like these guys!!



Above: Rowdy Rat poses for a photo op, during the presentation of a $2,190 check to the Regional Food Bank, 
with ARRBC member Kathy Mathieu and Elizabeth Snyder-Claudio from the Regional Food bank along with #10
Albany River Rat Mike Angelidis in faceoff position with #18 Adirondack Phantom Jarod Ross at the TU Center. 

MORE ... Rat Relations

Above: Rowdy Rat and Tom Schamerhorn pose for photos with artist Christian St. Pierre and his rendering of
former Coach John Cunniff (deceased) for Coach Cunniff’s induction into the River Rats “Hall of Fame”. 



Albany River Rats Booster Club
P.O. Box 1493
Albany, NY 12201-1493

The Next General Meeting will be

Tuesday, 

March 23rd, 2010

6:30 pm

at Paggliacci’s

ARRBC Member of the Yearnominations are now being accepted. 

A member of the Year must be:

1. A member in good standing.

2. Someone who promotes and supports hockey.

3. A person who gives back to the community.

I hearby nominate ________________________________________________________________________ 

as ARRBC “Member of the Year.”

Nominations can be mailed to:

Member of the Year
Albany River Rats Booster Club
P.O. Box 1493, 
Albany, NY 12207

or can be dropped off to Barbara Riscavage at the booster club table behind section 122.

ARRBC “Member of the Year” Award


